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Dartmoor Massacre. 


(From the New-York National Advocate. 

Sin—Having seen in print several ditierent state- 
ments of the massacre of the American prisoners 
uf war at Dartmoor, and, on perusal, finding, that, 
though they corroborate each other, as to the lead- 
ing facts yet it seems the public are not in posses- 
sion of all the particulars necessary to form a proper 
judgment of the same. 

While in prison, we having been members of the 
committee through whom wus transacted all their 
public business, and through whose hands passed 
all the correspondence with their agent in London, 
and having in our possession several doctments 
relating to the beforementioned brutal butchery, we 
deem ita duty we owe to our murdered countrymen 
aid fellow-citizens in general to have them publish. 
ed, and accordingly request that you would be pleas- 
ed to lay them betore the public. 

Respecting the conduct of T. G Shortland (com 
mander of the depot of Dartmoor) prior to the bloody 
and ever memorable sixth of April, it was a series 
of eontinued insult, injury and vexation to tlie 
prisoners generally. Incapable of appreciating the 
beneficial effects of the liberal policy ofa gentlengan, 
his sole study appeared to be devising means to 
render the situation of the prisoners as disagreeable 
as possible. To instance a few of his proceedings 
will sufficiently warrant the foregoing assertion.— 
His conduct to the American officers was marked 





with peculiar baseness and indignity. In the con- 
struction of the depot at Dartmoor there was a sepa- 
| rate prison, built and enclosed for the more com- 
modiots accommodation of those officers (prisoners 
of war) who were not considered by them entitled 
, toa parole. Instead of Shortland allowing those ofh- 
. cers to occupy that prison, they were turned into 
the other prisons promiscuously, with their men. 
t His conduct to the prisorers generally was of the 
t same stamp. There not being, at any time, a sufli- 
cient number toe occupy all the prisons, he kept 
the two best, whiok were built by the Frenchmen 
f during their confinement, and more conveniently 
f fited for the accommodation of prisoners, shut and 
'y unoccupied, while the upper stories of those prisons 
d in which the Americans were put were in such a 
n state, that on every rain storm the Aoors were nearly 
& inindated. The pernicious effect this had on the 
t health of the prisoners may be easily Judged of by 
e the great mortality that prevailed among them 
d during the last winter season. 
e Another instance of his murderous disposition was 
re his ordering his guards to fire into the prisons, when, 
atany time, a light was seen burning during the 


ght, as specified in the general report. While 
the Frenchmen were confined in that depot, it was 
* Custom for the turnkey, with a sentry, to go into 
cach prison, and see the lights extinguished at a 
oe hour : although frequently lighted again, 
ere Was no further molestation. Instead of pursu-| 
aan plan with the Americans, Shortland gave 
it : oF the guards to fire into the prisons when- 
a Meese: should bea light burning. Wrequentiy, 
dese most trivial occasions, he would prevent 

~ Prisoners, for ten days at a time, from purchas- 
“> In the market, of the country people, such 
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articles of comfort and convenience as their scanty 
means would admit of. His last act of this kind 
was but a short time previous to the massacre, and 
his allered reason for it, was, that the prisoners 
would not deliver up to hima man that had made 
his escape from the black hole (a place of confine- 
ment for criminals) and had taken refuge amongst 
the prisoners in general. This man was one of a 
prize crew, who was confined in that dark and 
loathsome cell, on a short allowance of provisions, 
trom June, 1814, until the ratificatlon of the treaty. 
The circumstances of that iwmune transaction shall 
at another time, be laid before the public. On 
thatiman being demanded, the prisoners stated to 
Shortland, thatthey did not presume that the British 
government would expect tirem to stand sentry over 
each other—that he might send his turnkeys and 
soldiers in and look for the man, but they would not 
seek him and deliver him up—upon which he ordered 
the military to fire upon the prisoners, but owing to 
the coolness and deliberation of the then commanding 
military ofhicer, in restraining them, this order was 
not obeyed. 

To sum up the whole in a few words, his conduct, 
throtighout, was marked by the same illiberal pre- 
judice, overbearing insult, and savage barbarity, 
Which characterises tlre majority of English oflicers 
when they have Americans in their power. 

The enclosed papers, from No. 1 to 16 inclusive, 
are the depositions taken by the committee of inves- 
tration on the 7th. Colonel Ayre arrived from Ply- 
mouth and took command of the military Ccepart- 
ment of this depot. Shortiand sent in a message to 
the committee, requesiing their attemisuce at this 
office, to which was returned for answer, that con- 
sidering lim a murderer, they were determined to 
have no further communication with him—but add- 
ed if the commanding officer from Plymouth had 
any thing te communicate, they would wait on hin ; 
and, atinis request, they went up to the gate, where 
they stated to him ali the particulars of the affair. 

He expressed great regret fer what had occured, 
and assured the prisoners that no further violence 
should be used upon them. In the mean ume Shiort- 
land made his appearance. Instantly the ipdignant 
cry of murderer, scoundrel, villain, burst from the 
lips of hundreds. The guilty wretch stood uppalieds 
not daring to offer a syllable in vindication of his 
conduct; but with a pallid vissage and trembling 
step returned to his guard house, from whence he 
Was nevet seen to emerge while we remained there. 
In the course of the Cay a rear admiral and post cap- 
tain arrived from Piymouth, sent by Sir J. 'P. Duck- 
worth, commande? in chief on that station, to en- 
quire into the transaction; to whom was likewise 
fully stated, by the committee, all the particulars, 
together with Shortland’s previous infamous ¢on- 
duct. Their scandalous misrepresentation of the 
saine to the admiralty board, as will be seen in their 
statement No. 29, is truly characteristic of British 
official accounts. We likewise wrote to Mr. Beasly 
on that day, giving him a short history of the affair, 
but as he did not acknowledge the receipt of the 
letter we concluded it had been intercepted. On the 
14th we received a letter from him dated the 12tb, 
of which No. 18 is a copy—in answer to which No. 








YO js a copy. On the 16th we recrived mother 
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letter from him, of which No. 20 is a copy; in the 
interim he had seen a copy of our report, sent by a 
private conveyance, which seemed to have greatly 
altered his opinion concerning the affair. In his let- 
ter of the 14th was an extract from the statement 
or report sent him by the admiralty board. On re- 
ceiving Which we wrote to admiral Duckworth of 
which No 21 is a copy. 

On the 22d of April, Mr. King, appointed by the 


ing of the 6th which reflects so much credit on thé 
Americans, it should not be passed over in silence. 
When the brutal soldiery were foilowing the prisoy. 
ers in the yards, stsobing and firing among them, a 
lamp lighter, who had come in a few moments pre. 
vious, ran into No.3 prison, to escape being murder. 
‘ed by his own countrymen; on being recognized, a 





i 
rope was fixed for hanging him immediately. ty 
‘this moment of irritation, when their slaughtered 


American agents at London, and a Mr. Larpent on land bleeding countrymen lay groaning around them 
the part of the government, with a magistrate of!in the agonies of dissolution, such an act of ven. 
the county of Devon, arrived at the depot to investi-|geamce, at that time would not have been deemed 
gate the affair; they were employed the greater part |singular—but on its being represented to them, by 
of three days in taking the depositions respecting |some influential characters, that such adeed would 


the g.me; and though we would not hastily prejudge 
Mr, King’s report, we deem it necessary to state, that 
our anticipations of it are not of the most favorable 
nature, from his not appearing to take that interest 
in the affair which the injuries his countrymen had 


|Stain the American name, to their honor be jt re. 
corded, that humanity triumphed over venge.cice, 
the trembling wretch was released, and told to go— 
“We disdain to copy after your cotintrymen, and 
murder you at this advantage, we will seek a more 





veceived demanded, as far the greater port of their! noble revenge.” 

time was employed in taking the depositions of! Wedeem it necessary here to remnark, as some 
Shortland’s witnesses, most of whom were the prin-' editors have manifested a disposition to vindicate 
cipal actors, on thai day, and of course were impli-| Shortland’s conduct, that; allowing every circum. 
c:ted with him in his guilt. On learning Mr. King'| stance to be placed in the most unfavorable point 
was about le ving the depot, we addressed a note |of view for the prisoners, suppose, for a moment, jt 
io him, stating, that we had a number of witnesses) was their intention to break out, and a number had 
Waiting, whose depositions we conceived would bejcollected in the market square for that purpose, 
of importance, and requested bim io have them | when, being charged upon by the military, they re. 
taken ; we received to this note no answer, and he|treated out of the square into their respective pri- 
immediately left the depot. The pariicular points|son yards, and shut the gates after them without 
on which those depositions would have borne, related|making any resistance whatever; under such cir. 
to picking the hole in the wall and breaking the;cumstances no further opposition could have beei 
locks of the gate leading into the market square— | expected, and, consequently, their intention must 
they would have exonerated the prisoners generally | have been completely defeated. What Justification 
for having any share in those acts, or even a Know- can there then be made to appear for the subsequent, 
ledve of their having been committed. As these} brutal, unprecedented butchery and mutilation ’— 
were the two principal points on which Shortland | None! The most shameless and barefacéd advocates 
rested hig piea of justification, we deemed it highly|and apologizers for British injustice cannot produce 
necessary that they should have been placed in a any. 

proper peint of view. As for an idea of the prison-| 
ers attempting to break out, a moments reflection} 
would convince any impartial man of its improba-! 
bility. Every prisoner thathad a sufficiency of mo- DEPOSITION No. 1. 

ney to defray his expences, could obtain his releas 1, Addison Holmes, being solemnly sworn on the 
ard a passport, by applying to Mr. Beasley, or|jholy evangelists of Almighty God, depose and say— 
through their correspondents in England; those who} That, on the 6:h April, about 6 o’clock in the 


WALTER COLTON, ) members of 
THOS. B. MOTT, the com: 
WM. HOBART, mittee. 


had not funds would not have left the depot had the 
gates been thrown open, having no means of subsis- 
tence in a foreign country, and there being a very 
hot press of seamen at that time, they knew their 
risk of being kidnapped was great, and when, by 
staying a few days longer, they were assured they 
would be embarked for their native country. The 
infamous falshoods circulated in the English prints, 


evening, I was in the market square, where the sol- 
diets were drawn up. There were a number of Ame 
ricans in the square—to the best of my judgment 
between fifty and a hundred. I distinctly heard 
captain Shortland order the soldiers to charge on 
the prisoners, which they did not do till the order 
wus repeated by their own odlicers, when they charg 
ed, and the prisoners retreated through the gates, 





of the prisoners having armed themselves withiwhich they shut toafter them. In this interim I had 
knives, clubs, stones, &c. seized a part of the guard! got beltind a sentry box, in the square, and the sls 
and disarmed them, and other similsr reports, are|diers went past me. I saw captain Shortland ope! 
unworthy of notice; for when the disturbance oc-!the gates, and distinctly heard him give the wor 
curred on the fourth of April, concerning bread, the|to fire, which was not immediately obeyed, the com: 
paisoners having burst open the inner gates, had they|manding officer of the soldiers observing, that he 
the least disposition, they might then have immolat-| would not order the men to fire, but that he (Shor' 
ed the whole garrison, a3 they were completely sur-|land) might do as he pleased. I then saw capt. Short: 
prised and panic struck. ‘land seizé hold of a musket, in the hands of a so! 

The artful policy of the British officers in coup-'diers, which was immediately fired—but I not able 
ling the transactions of the 6th April with that of) fo say whether he or the soldier pulled the trigge" 
burning Mr. Beasely’s effigy, may eusy be seen/At this time I was endeavoring to get through the 
through: the latter was done a fortnihgt previous, ! gate into the prison yard—in so doing several st4os 
by a few individuals, without its being generally|were made at me with bayonets, which I evaded 
known, or the least disturbance concerning it; and'/Immediately after the firing became general, ane [ 
we deem it but justice to state, that whatever ne-/retreated, with the remainder of the prisoners, dow" 
gligence Mir. Beasely may have been guilty of re-| the yard, the soldiers following and firing on the 
specting the affairs of the prisoners, he should be|prisoners ; after E had got into No. 3 prison, [ hears 
totally exonerated from all blame respecting the/two vollies fired into the prison, that killed one m* 
massacre. and wounded another—and further the deponer 

There was an instance that occurred on the even-! saith: not. ADDISON HOLMES. 
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We, the undersigned, being duly appointed and to support him; on which captain Shortland struck 


fworn aS a committee to take the depositions of 
those persons who were eye witnesses of the late 
horrid massacre, certify that tlie above deponents, 
being duly and solemnly sworn on the holy evange- 
lists of Almighty God, did dépose and say as before 
written, which was severally read to each one who 
subscribed the same. | 
WILLIAM B. ORNE, 
Wa. HOBART, 
FRANCIS JOSEPH, 
JAMES ADAMS, 
WALTER COLTON, 

' JAMES LOGGS. 

(A certificate similar to the foregoing, is attached 
to each of the depositions. The originals aré now 
in our hands. | 

DEPOSITION No. 2. 

We, the undersigned, being each severally sworn 
on the holy evangelists of Almighty God, depose and 
say— 

That on the 6th April, about six o’clock in the 
evening, as we were walking in the yard of No. 1 
and No. 3 prisons, just before the usual time of turn- 
ing in, we heard the alarm bell ring. At this time 
most of the prisonets were in the prisons ; a number 
with us ran up the marKet square, out of curiesity, 
to see what was the matter; tliere were about one 
hundred collected in the square, and a number 
were standing by the gates inside the prison yard ; 
the soldiers were drawn up in the upper part of the 
square ; orders were given them to charge; on which 
the prisoners retreated out of the square, and some 
of the last which came through the gates, shut them 
to; the soldiers then commenced firing oh them 
through the iron pailings, and fired several vollies in 
succession. The prisoners were, at this time endea- 
voring to get into their respective prisons, when 
the soldiers perceived that they were all dispersed 
from the gates, they followed them into the yard, 
and continued firing on them; and after all the pri- 
suners had got into the prisons; a party of soldiers 
pursuing them, came up to the door of No. 3 prison 
and fired two vollieé into the prison which killed 
one man and mortally wounded another. ; 

We further solemnly declare that there was no 
preconcerted plan or intention among the prisoners 
tomake an attempt to break out, or to resist, in any 


pot. 
JOUN T. FOSTER, 
CHARLES PERRY, 


manner, tlre authority of the government of the de-| 


him several blows with his fists, and he appeared to 
me, from the whole of his conduct, to be much intox- 
icated with liquor—and further the deponent saith 
not. ANDREW DAVIS, Jun. 

) ek No. 4. 

We, the undetsigned, depose and say— * 
_ That, on the 6th April; in the evening, we were 
in the yard of ne. 1 and no. 3. prisons, when we 
heard the firing at the gates, and saw the prisoners 
all endeavoring to get in‘o their respective prisons. 
In going down towards the lower doors of the pri- 
rsons, we saw aparty of soldiers, who were posted on 
the walls, commence firing on the prisoners, and we 
saw a man fall, who immediately died; and several 
others were badly wounded befére they were able to 
fet into the prisons. . e+ 
HARRIS KEENEY, 
AMOS CHENEY, 
JAMES COFFEN, 
WASHINGTON FOX, 
THOMAS WILLIAMS, 
JOHN SMITH, 
HENRY CASEY. 
eh, No. 5, 
Homer Huil, afver being duly sworn on the holy 
evangelists of Almighty God, deposeth and saith— 

On the 6th of April, about 6 o’clock in the evening, 
I was walking in the yard of no. 7 prison; all being 
as tranquil among the prisoners as usual, I observed 
an unusual number of soldiers mounting the walls, 
and one of them called to one of the prisoners and 
told him he (the prisoner) had better go into the 
prison, as the prisoners would soon be charged upon. 
While he was asking the cause of such a proceeding 
I heard the alarm bell ringing; I immediately run to 
the gates leading to the square, when I saw cap ain 
Shortland at the head of the armed soldiery march- 
ing down to the gratings, the prisoners at the same 
time running to see what was the matter; on thé sol- 
diers coming to the gratings, captain Shortland or- 
dered the soldiers to charge, which they did; the 
prisoners immediately run to their respective prisons; 
on their passing through the inner gate they closed 
it after them. ‘ThenI heard captain Shortland order 
the soldiers to fire, which they commenced to do in 
every direction of the yard, when the priseners were 
making every effort to reach their prisons. [did not 





{ 
| 


see any violence used on the part of the prisoners, 

nor do i believe any violence was intended or preme- 

ditated. HOMER HULL. 
I, Joseph C, Morgan, having been duly sworn, and 


GEORGE STINCHECOMB, | having read the foregoing deposition, do declare tBe 


FLISHA WHITTEN, 
JAMES GRENNLAW, 
WILLIAM PERRY, 
RICHARD DOWNING, 
Wn. Bo ORNE, 

| ISAAC L. BURR. 

Jone at Dartmoor prison, this 7th day of April, 1815. 
No. 3. 

ab Andrew Davis, ju. being solemnly sworn upon 

the holy evangelists of Almighty God, depose and 

Say— 

That on the 6th of April, about 6 o’clock in the 
“vening, while walking in the yard of no. 3 prison, 
heard the alarm bell ring, and 1 went up towards the 
pate: I saw several men bearing a wounded man to- 
wards the gate, whom, it appeared, had been wound- 
ed by the soldiers’ bayonets; when the prisoners 
ae retreating out of the square, I heard captain 
ae order a part of them to let ro the wound. 
‘oman which some of them did; one of the remaining 
rs onstrated to captain Shortland, saying that the 
~ a0 Was 89 badly wounded that it required several 


} 


| 


statement thereiti mentioned to be true. 
JOSEPH C. MONGAN. 
No. 6. 

We, the undersigned, depose sndsay— — 

That, on the 6th of Apil, about 6 o’clock in the 
evening we were in the market square—we distinctly 
heard capt. Shortland give orders to the soldiers to 
charge on the prisoners—and after we retreated 
through the gates we heard him give orders to the 
soldiers to fire, which; on his repeating several times; 
was executed. 

JOSEPH REEVES, 

ISAAC L. BURR, 

JAMES GREENLAW, 

THOMAS TINDAL. 
No. 7. 

We, the undersigned, depose and say— * 

That, on tue 6th of April, in the evening, after all 
the prisoners in No, Land 3 yards had got into their 
respective prisons, a party of soldiers came up to 
the door of No. 3, prison—we were standing’ near 





the door at the time, and saw them fire two yollies tae 
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to the prison, which killed one man and woundedjin some medical aid. We had not advanced bué g 
another. few steps when we were fired on. I advanced, as- 
WM. SCANEK, suring the soldiery we had no hostile intentions. f 

JOHN LATHAM, inen took the fainting man in my arms, when a vol- 

JAMES GREENLAW, jley of musketry was discharged full at us, 1 then 

JOHN GLASS. retired immediately; there was but one of mv pri- 

No. 8. son doors unlecked, which was on the back of the 

Enoch Burnham, having been duly sworn, depo-|prison. Onturning the corner of the cook-house } 
seth— found myself unexpectedly open to the fire of sol. 





That he was standing at the market-gate at the!diers on the ramparts of the south wall; their fire 
time capiain Shortland came initio the market square, was kept up in so brisk a manner that it appeared 
With a large party of soldiers (it being then about almost impossible to enter without being shot; but 
6 o’clock ) They immediately formed a line in the finding my situation very dangerous, I was deter. 
sqtrare—at that time a numbe} of prisoners got into ‘mined to enter the prison or die in the attempt. For 
the square from the yard of no. 1 prison, and had} that purpose myself, with a number of others that 
advanced « few steps; the soldiers then charged, and} had been standing behind the wing of the cook-house, 
the prisoners immediately retreated to their prisons, ‘sallied out for the purpose of gaining our prison 
without the least resistance. After the prisoners had door, when a volley of musket balls were showered 
retired to the yards of the prison, the soldiery ferm- in amongstus, killing two and wounding others.— 
ed a line and commenced firing in the yards, the pri- |On our entering the prisons our doors were shut to 
son gates being closed by the prisoners; shortly after keep them from firing in. Some little time after the 
they keptupa heavy fire, and I saw one man fall.— |turnkey inquired for me; I went forward to the win. 
I immediately hastened to no. 5 prison, but on reach-/dow; he requested me to deliver up the dead and 
ing no. 7, 1 found there was a party of soldiers on wounded; 1 requested him to open the door, which 
tie wall, firing from every direction. I then got he did for that purpose. On passing out the dead 
safe in no. 7, where, after remaining at the north end ana wounded, I was insulted by the soldiery, and 
window a few moments, J saw a man (a prisoner_)|on my replying was charged upon, and with diff- 
leaning against the wall, apparently wounded, with his, culty escaped without being butchered; they like. 
hunds in a supplicating posture—at the sume time, I\ wise insulted the wounded as I gave them up, an@ 
saw several soldiers present and fire at the prisoner und | tbrew the dead down in the mud, and spurned at 


he immediately fell dead on the spot. them in a very unfeeling manner. 
ENOCH BURNHAM. | THOS. B. MOTT. 
No. 9. No. 11. 


Edward Cofin being duly sworn, deposed that on| J, William Mitchell, being duly sworn upon the 
the 6th April, about 6 o’clock in the afternoon, a/holy evangelists of Almighty God, depose and say— 
P.w prisoners, belonging to no. 5 and 7 prisons, broke | That, on the evening of the 6th of April, when 
a liole through the wall opposite no. 7 prison, as they |the alarm commenced, I was in the lower part of 
said to get a ball out of the barrack yard, which no. 1 yard. Iwalked up towards the gate to learn 
they had lost in their play. After they had broke the cause; when Ihad got about half way, I heard 





’ through the wall, the officers and soldiers that a single musket fired, and immediately after a whole 


were in the barrack yard told them to desist|volley. I then saw several men carrying one that 
er they would fire upon them. Immediately after|was wounded, the soldiers keeping up the whole 
that the drum beat to arms, and the square was/}time a steady fire, and the prisoners all endeavoring 
filled with soldiers, and witheut telling the pri-| to get into the prisons; the lower doors being closcd 
somers to go to their prison, immediately commen-|in the interim, it was with much difficulty they could 
ced to charge and fire upon them. TF immediately /get in, and soldiers pursuing them the whole time 
sturied to ¢o to no. 5 prison, and the soldiers on the /and charging on them with bayonets; and after get- 
platforms on the walls commenced} firing, and I|ting into the prison, I heard the firing of musketry 
should think near forty fed at myself and three jimall direetions round the prison—and further the 


others—f om sure there were no other men in sizht|deponent saith not. WILLIAM MITCHELL. 
at that time between no. 5 and 6 prisons. In go-| No. 12. 

ing round no. 5 cook-house a prisoner was shot and, I, John G. Gatehell, having been duly sworn, de- 
killed, very near me. EDWARD COFFIN, | Pose and say— 


Attest, Henny ALCF®N. That I was walking in the yard, towards the gate. 
No. 10. The first I knew, was the soldiers coming into the 
Thomas B. Mott, having been duly sworn, depo- -yard, with captain Shortland at their head, when an 
sed— ‘immediate fire began from the soldiers, and one man 
About 6 o’clock in the evening of the sixth of fell within six feet of me. While in the act of render 
April, T was cailed on by a number of persons, re- ing this man assistance, I heard captain Shortland 
questing me, as one of the committee, to puta stop jorder the soldiers to kill the damn’d rascal—mear- 
to some boys whom they said were picking a hole |ing me; mmedistely the soldiers came and pricke 
through an inner wel, for which they said, cur pro-| me with their bayonets, and I was forced to run to 
‘isions would be stopped to pay for. I asked what|the prison at the hazard of my life, and leave the 
was their intentions in making the whole? they said |man that was wounded. 
it was for the purpose of obtaining a ball which they | JOHN G. GATCHELL. 
led lost inthe play. I then repaired with anum-! No. 13. 
ber of respeciable men, to mske them desist; but James Taylor having been duly sworn, deposeth= 
before we got in the yard a quick firing commenced.! That he was standing at the gate in the market 
On my walking up the yard was met bya number of | square, at the time captain Shortland, with a file 0 
prisoners retreating to their prisons, much alarmed; | soldiers, entered the square. Captain Shortland ote 
one of which I observed was badly wounded; he wa; | dered a prisoner in the square to go into the prison, 
bleeding freely from his wound; ¥ could see the yard ‘when he immediately complied. We then orders 
was efear of prisoners, or not more than two or three ithe soldiers to charge; and instantly observed to tne 


to be seen, and they retiring fast. I requested the commanding officer of the military—it is no use +0 
woyyded man to lean on me, and ¥ would assist him charge on the damn’d Yankee rascals—FIRE — 
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when this commenced immediately. The iis oc Agency for raat yg hotly . 
at that time were rushing in the prisons 4s ov GrnTLEwex—It having been stated im sdind WE the 

ossible, and principally out of the oe N < newspapers published here, that the American gos 
the prisoners were mostly in the prison 0 < ’|vernment intended to send some ships of war, bound 
a boy, of ten years of age, was shot throug a to the Mediterranean, to this country, fer the pur- 
body and killed, while in the door passage try ne | pose of completing their crews from sping tie 
get in, by the soldiers in the yard, in we! poe ae soners ; and having been informed that this idea has 
being inside the prison, likewise one os ef *YLOR got among the prisoners, it becomes mv duty to re- 
shot through the thigh. JAMES TA * {quest, that you will inform ther that the fact is not 
so. 

No. 14. I have already informed you of the measures whi 

Samuel Lowdy having been duly sworn, deposeth |}..4 been caken to serie auerévencss frrthe 1. 


as follows: ante © soners, You will let them know, that eight large 
- ‘That he was in the yard of prison poet. at transports have been engaged, some of which mist 
time Robert Haywood was shot by the so rei py. | HOw be at Plymouth; others will follow, until the 
;mmediately took him up, for the purpose of Carry- | 10), oF the prisoners are sent off. 


ing him to the hospital. In the square he met captam It is much to be lamented, that ata moment when 
Shortland, and said, captain Shortland this man e every exertion was making to restore them to their 
very badly wounded—I want to carry him to nd country, they should have fallen into an excess which 
hospital. Captain Shortland replied, you pay | sas proved so fatal to some. And Tam at a loss to con- 
son of a bitch carry him back to the prison; and he} cay, now they could, under such circumstances, 
was obliged to comply. After getting to the prison, | 


|Pretend to say, that the cause of this unfortunate, 


one of the soldiers called him back, and he went up | but shameful conduct, was the neglect of their go- 


to the square with the man, and met prone 6 ong |vernment or its agent. This, I am informed, they 
Jand, ys pe pre seco ciecbay 25 ol a that | have owe to the officers who were sent to examine 
sentry box) and away with yout rison; ‘nto the affair. | 

time they were firing in the different yards. On leav- 











ing the square we found the man was dead. ; I am, gentlemen, your obedient servant, 
SAMUEL LOWDY. » & eae 


John Battice having been sworn, corroborates the | 1 


‘o the committee of the American 
evidence of Samuel Lowdy. 


i prisoners of war at Dartmoor. 

JOHN BATTICE. 

No. 19. 
‘ No. 15. 1 REPLY TO THE ABOVE. 

William Potter, a been ge J grey od Dartmoor, April 14. 
Tha i ass} vetween No. 5 anc : ’ : be 
Pe ee onmeiced firing from the walls in | whi Sill ours, of the 12th instant, cume to hand this 
three divisions at a few of us; at that time there | marning. * is with astonishment we note its con: 
were only four prisaners in sight. After advancing a | pa sabi that the officers Who came to enquire into the 
few steps, I found a man badly wounded. I stop d| ge 2 tesa of the late Serre affair, should 
and pick’d the man up; during which time the sol- | have in — you, that the prisshote stated to them, 
diers kept an incessant fire at us, as likewise till we | the cause of that event was, that their government 
got to the prison of No. 5. or its agent had neglected them. This is a most de- 

WILLIAM POTTER. _ | liberate falsehood, let your authors be who they may. 
We deny not, that the anxiety of the prisoners to 
No. 16. iget released from here has been great, they have 
I, David S. Warren, being duly sworn on the | on py you mi ae cae ee oy wl 
holy evangelists of Almighty God, depose and ny a Pe uf wae et li heir a t “ 
That, on the evening of the 6th April, when the) “sh rag’ a mores é es oer Soy a 2 
alarm commenced, I was in the lower part of the|that they have too much of the genuine spirit © 
yard of No. 1 prison. 1 walked up to the gate to rman to apply to the p new ivs a foreign gor 
learn the ¢ause. I there saw there were a number pennant s a ns a a ey “ any 
of prisoners in the market-square, and a great num- —— tn r agrtieroel, aris ayer Aes. > ame if 
ber of soldiers drawn up across the same; soon after We at grits Gl Sat “ Prorie ogi rs vid 
they charged on the prisoners, who retreated out | 2Mong the Saal 7 3 — tecesaaiaana aol 
of the square into their respective prison yards, and | exertions, as A ove — , ey whe aie be. 
shut the gates after them. I saw the soldiers ad-| them, thatit can in no way Pag tos P an any 
vance up to the gates and heard captain Shoctland collusion or connexion with the late event; and was 


: ‘ .|expressly stated to the admiral who came here 
order them to fire, which they not immediately expressly so st © here 


° 1 $n Ihy : 
obeying, I saw him seize hold of a musket in the, from Plymouth 


hands of a soldier and direct it towards a prisoner,, We, on the contrary, in the name of the five thou- 
and heard him again repeat “ fire—God damn you) sand prisoners confined here, accuse Shortland of a 
fire?’ Immediately afterwards the firing became | deliberate, predetermined act of atrocious murder— 
general; the prisoners were all endeavouring to get) we have suflicient evidence in our possession to prove 
into the prisons, which was attended with much | this to the world, and we call on you (there being at 
difficulty, all the doors but one being closed—and present no accredited minister or charge des affaires 
further the deponent saith not. | 








‘at the court of London) to make strict inquires into 


DAVID S. WARREN. | the circumstances of the case, and procure all the 

No. 17. ‘evidence necessary for a proper investigation into the 

— ‘ rs ~ . re —_ , ‘a ~ oy 7 ‘ es (Ff rerTne 
_ This is the report of the committee already inserted | same: for well do we feel assured, that our govern 
in the Reaisrer, see page 269. ] /ment will not thus sutfer its citizens to be sacrificed 
No. 18. ‘for the gratification of national prejudice, malice or 


’ * ° . ¥ , , 2Preo e] 1 e J 
Letter from Mr. Beasley, agent for American prison- | revenge of the petty officers of a foreign state. an 
ers of war, at London, to the Committee of American | are at no loss to impute the misrepresentation of the 
; ; 4 ’ . aeve flicers to their preper motives 
* Srisoners of war in Dartmoor prison. i British officers to their prop < ee 
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They artfully wish to excite in your breast a spirit 
of enny ty and resentment against the prisoners, that 
you micht use less perseverance, or feel yourself less 
anterested in making the proper inquiries into the 
late affair. . 

With much respect, we remain, sir, your most obe- 
dient and humble seryants, 3 

- Sapa WILLIAM HOBART, 
WALTER COLTON, 
HENRY ALLEN, 
#. G. Beasley, esg. agent for , 
American prisoners of war, at London. 


No. 20. 
Letter from Mr. Beasley io the beforementioned com- 
mittee. 
Agency for American prisoners of war, 
London, April 14, 184. 
GrnTLEeMev—My letter to you of the 12th instant, 
om the subject of the melancholy event, was written 
under an impression which I received from a report 
of it, transmitted to me by this government: [have 
since received your report of the circumsiances.— 
Had 1 been in possession of the information therein 
contained, that letter would have been differently 
expressed. . | 
I am, gentlemen, your obedient servant, 
R. G. BEASLEY. 
To the committee of the American ) 
prisoners of war, at Dartmoor. 


I subjoin an extract of the report alluded to fram 

the lords commissioners of the admiralty :-— 
EXTRACT. 

“The rioters, it appears, endeavored to overpower 

the guard, to force the prisun, and had actually seiz- 
ed the arms of some of the soldiers, and made a 
breach in the walls of the depot, when the guard 
found itself obliged to have recourse to their fire 
arms, and fiveof the rioters were killed and thirty-| 
four wounded, after which the tumult subsided, and 
the depot was placed in a state of tranquility and se- 
curity. 
- Admiral sir J.T. Duckworth, commander in chief 
at Plymouth, having received information of this un- 
fortunate event, lost no time in directing rear-admi- 
ral sir Josias Rowley, bart. and K.C.B. and captain 
Schornberg, the two senior officers at that post, to 
proceed to Dartmoor and to inquire into the circum- 
stances: Tnose officers accordiigly repaired to the 
depot, where they found, on exainination of the offi- 
cers of the depot and all the American prisoners who 
were called before them, that the circumstances of 
the riot were as before stated; but that no excuse 
could be assigned for the conduct of the prisoners, 
but their impatience to be released, and the Amevi- 
cans unanimously declared, that their complaint of 
delay was not against the British government, but 
against their own, which ought to have sent means 
for their early conveyance home, and in replies to 
distinct questions to that effect, they declared they 
had no ground of complaint whatsoeyer.” 


No. 21. 
| | Danrmoon, April 17,1815. 
To rear-admiral sir J. T. Duckworth, 
Sin—The officers whom you sent to this place to 
enquire into the circumstances of the unfortunate 





occurrence of the 6th instant, whatever right they 
had to represent the conduct of captain Shortland in| 
the most favorable manner, we conceive it an act of | 
gross injustice that they should-have piven to you} 
such a false and scandaious representation of what! 
they were told by the prisoners. 


In ti.e report from the admiralty board to Mr.Beag- 
ley, (a copy of which was transmitted to us) it ig 
stated, that the prisoners, when called upon to give 
an account of the gircumstances of the 6th, exone. 
rated captain Shortland and the English government 
from all blame respecting the same, and, accused 
their own government and its agent of being the 
cause. 

We, on the contrary, solemnly declare, that it was 
expressly stated to admiral Rowley, that whatever 
anxiety might have existed among the prison:rs for 
a speedy release, could, in no way whatever, be con. 
strued to have had any collusion or connexion with 
thatevent. That the prisoners, so far from having 
any idea of attempting to break out, if the gates 
had been opened and every one suffered to go who 
might wish to do se, not one ina hundred would 
have left the prison, having no means of subsistence 
in a foreign country, and being likewise liable to im. 
pressment, when, by staying a few cays longer, they 
would, probably, be embarked for their native coun- 
Se 

They, on the contrary, accused captain Shortland 
of being the sole mover and principal perpetrator of 
the unprovoked and horrid butchery. : 

Conceiving, from your well known character ip the 
British navy for integrity and candor, that you would 
not wish to have your name the medium of imposing 
such a gross misrepresentation and such direct false: 
hoods on the admiralty board and the British public, 
we have taken the liberty of thus addressing you, 
and have the honor to subscribe ourselves your most 
obedient and very humble servants, 

WILLIAM HOBALT, 

WALTER CORTON, 
HENRY ALLEN, 
THOMAS B. MOOT, 
WM. B.ORNE, 
Committee of the American 
Prisoners of war, at Dartncor. 


[In addition to the documents furnished by the 
committee of the Dartmoor prisoners, we lay the 
following affidavit of Archibald Taylor before the 
public. Will people doubt this evidence also ? Is it 
likely that common soldiers, hired assassins, would 
make use of similar expressions from their own im- 
pulses? or ts it not much more conformable to com- 
mon sense to believe that this was the language held 
by their officers, and that they echoed it ?} 


City of New-York, ss. 

Arghibald Taylor, late commander of the Paul Jones 
private armed vessel of war, being duly sworn, doth 
depose and say— 

That he was a prisoner in Dartmoor prison at the 
time of the late massacre of the Americans; _ that 
after the aifuir of the 6th of April, and on the night 
of the same day, he was in the prison No. 3, assist 
ing of Thomas Smith, late his boatswain, who was 
shot through his leg by the soldiers in the yard, when 
an order was received to have all the wounded re- 
moved from the prisons to the hospital—and while 
this deponent was carrying the said Thomas Smith 
to the door of the prison, to deliver him to the 
guarels selected to receive him, some of the soldiers 
odseryed to this deponent, “this is in turn for the 
afiair at New-Orleans, where you killed our men, 
and now we have our revenge,”—and further this dee 
ponent saith not. 


ARCH’D TAYLOR. 
Sworn before me this 28th June, 1815. 
AARON H. PALMER, 
| Notary Publice 
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return of American prisoners of war who were killed and wounded in an 


827 


attempt to force the military 


















































A guard on the evening of the 6th April, 1815. 
a Sl hea | 
e| 3-2 Vhether man of| 
: = 2 - war, merchant 
$e A, > NAMES. Quality SHIP. vegsel or priva-| REMARKS. 
* ae © tecr. 
S| «@ * 
oo ee Be ~® ; hte: tine i a 
1, 4884 | (Wm. Leveridge Seaman/Enterprize, prize to the Sara-]Privateer 
3 toga 
9} 970 |S | James Mann do. {Siro Letter of marque 
| 3134 I< John Haywood do. {Gave himself up from H. A. . 
: ship Scipion 
4\ 1347 < Joseph T. Johnson do. |Paul Jones Privateer 
5} 3936 | John Washington do. {Rolla Merchant vessel 
1| 6520 f Thomas Jackson Boy |Gave himself up from IL M. *Died April 7, 
Ship Prontes 1815. 
| 2647 JamesCamphell Seaman) Yo. do. from H. M. ship Vo- *Died April 7 
: fontaire 1815. 
5769 John Gier GO. /Rambler Merchant vessel 
1722 William Penn do. |Dispatch do. *Impressed at 
1 London. 
5| 5003 ; Cornelius Garrison | 40. |Tnyincible Letter of marque 
| 3614. Ht. Homtcaiia do. Homeby, prize to the Govern-|Privateer 
or ‘Tompkins 
1965 Robert Willet do. [Give himseif up from Hf, AL * 
ship Andromache 
5326 John Peach do. |Enterprize Privateer 
2148 Elwd. Wittlebark | do. [Gave himself up from H. JL. ‘ 
ship Royal William. 
yo] 1881 James Thornduil | Boy {Elbridge Gerry Privateer 
3652 James Weils Seaman) Thorn do. 
1236 Pishp Ford do. |Gave himself up from IL AL , 
ship Sultan 
685 | _ ; James Rell do. Joel Bariow Merchant vessel 
94 |Q | John Grey do. |St. Martin’s Planter do. 
15} 436 |S | Wim. Leversage do. | Magdalene de. 
1024 JS } Edward Gardner do. Joseph do. 
1546 <a Stephen Phipps do. {Zebra Letter of marque 
486 = John Roberts do. ITwo Brothers *Impressed at 
> Cork. 
1640 , Thos. Smith do. | Paul Jones Privateer 
90} 1819 Caleb Cadding do. | Gave himself up from H. M. 4 
ship Swiftsture 
5015 Jacob Davis do. |Charlotte, prize to the Mam-|Privateer 
moth 
| 2013 James Esdaile do. ‘Governor Tompkins do. 
380 Peter Wilson do. |Virginia Planter Merchant vesse! 
2834 Wm. Blake do. {Gave himself up from H. M. ; 
ship Repulse 
25; 33! John Hogabets 2d mate!Good Friends Merchant vessel 
— 41353 Ephraim Lincoln {Se€aman/Argus do. 
4495 Thomas Findlay do. |Emterprize Privateer 
4109 John Howard do. {Flash do. : 
1 1228 Joseph Masick | do. Gave himself up from H. A. \ 
ship Furieux 
50' 6193 Robert Fillez do. |Grand Turk Privateer 
, 1812 John Willet do. |Gave himself up from HM. M. i 
shib Rosario. 
3080 John Perry | do. | Do. from I. M. ship Tiger 
v3, 2662 (John Wilsen | do. |Do. from H. AM. ship Fortune 
(Signed) THOMAS GEORGE SHORILAND, Agent. 
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Im pressed American Seamen. 


an publishing this document, the editor of the 
(Philadelphia) Jemocratic Press has the following 
numbeis given in this list are considera- 
er than those reported by the committee of 
prisoners who investigated that affair. This is easi- 
‘Y accounted for by a fair presumption, that the per- 


GEORGE MAGRATH, Surgeon. 


licing. 
apology or 
land, at the 





rican prigoners lag made “an 


yetrator, captain Shortland, did not think the mis- 
chief of a slight wound to an American worth no- 
It will not escape notice that as matter of 
vindication for this cruel slaughter, Short« 
head of the return, avers that the Ame- 
attempt to force the 
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military guard,” an averment discredited on oath by 
many Amcricans and by all the testimony yet ad- 
duced.” 

We wouid also cull the attention of our readers to 
a consideration of this fact—that of the thirty-three 
returned as killed or wounded, rourTrEEN are ac- 
knowledged to huve been impressed American seamen. 
Only think on that !—impressed men made rnison- 
bns—prisoners MASSACRED. Magnanimous En. 
glishmen! ! While British subjects that came 


hd . * . * bd . | 
among us of their own free will, were residing in| 


ny others. A treaty cannot be binding upon the sx. 
jects of a state, but so far as it is known and notified. 
{1 many Cases il might be difficult to ascertain whey 
the knowledge of it arrived at any particular part of 
the world, and therefore much litigation and many 
evasions might eccur. By fixing certain periods, ac- 
cording to ihe distance of the places and with re. 





ference to the time within which it would be pro. 
bable that a communication would take place, a cer. 





tain and invariable rule is obtained, clear from al} 
probability of contention or chicane. It was admit. 


our cities and carrving on their businesses unmolest-! ted that this vessel was seized before the time limit- 


ed, if they demeaned themselves with common de- 
cency (as many of them did not) our unfortunate 
countrymen, who got into the power of the enemy 
by an infernal outrage before the war, were wasting) 
out their lives in the famous prisons at Dartmoor !— 
-~the history of the worid presents us with no paral- 
fel attrocity. Justice, common justice would have 
caused the impressed seamen to have been paid wa- 





ives for the services they had performed, and then to 


ed for captures had expired, and was recaptured af. 
ter that period. It is argued, therefore, on behalf 
of the owners of the American privateer, that this 
vessel became theirs by the original capture, thut 
the subsequent recapture was not lawful under the 
treaty, and that therefore the vessel ought to be re- 
stored tothem. The original British owners on the 
other hand contend, that the recapture was lawful, 
and claim restitution under their former title. 


have landed them on the shores of their own coun-} It has been objected by his majesty’s advocate, 
try. It was vile, vile indeed, to make prisoners of |that the person who appears here for the American 
such persons. No other power than that of .d/giers,| privateer is not properly authorized to claim. But 
&e. would do this thing. | itis proved by an authenticated copy of the commis- 
| sion of the privateer, foand on board the recaptured 
vessel, that Winslow and ilenry Lewis are the own- 
ers of the privateer, and Smith has produzed a pro- 
i per warrant of attorney from them to claim. As to 
/any right in the captain, officers and crew, that is 
Decided 20th of April, 1815. Mere matter of private agreement between the own. 
JopeMEnN'r, Dn. Croxr. 'ers and themselves, which this court has no business 
This is a vessel originally British, and belonging [© enter into, nor is it necessary to produce any au. 
to Messrs. Shannon and compsny, of Grenock—she! thority from them, The ownership is a suflicient 
was captured by an American privateer on the 8th | title to enable the parties to obtain restitution. 
of January, 1815, and recaptured on the 7th of March | As little foundation is there for the argument de. 
by the Spencer, captain Ragget. \duced from the prize acts which direct that if any 
There are three parties before the court. Captain| Vessels taken as prize shall appear to have belonged 
Ragget claims salvage, as for a recapture of British? any of his majesty’s subjects, and to have been 
property, being one eighth of the value. before taken by the enemy, and retaken, they shall 
Duncan M‘Coll, of Halifax, has given a claim on} be restored to the former owner on salvage. ‘That 
-half of Messrs. Shannon, the original owners, pray- Clause is merely a domestic regulation to scttle the 
ing the vessel to be delivered to them on payment of Question which arises between the original owner 
salvage. jand the recaptor. In general, the British owner re 
And there is the claim of Benjamin Smith, of Bos- ,ceives his property, and the recaptor receives a sal 
ton, for Winslow Lewis, and Henry Lewis, of Bos- | Vage. In some few CASCS, as where a vessel has been 
ton, the owners of the private armed ship the David | fitted outa ship of war, and consequently the danger 
Porter, and the commander, officers and crew there-| Of the recaptor is the greater, the recaptor is reward 
of as owners of the Legal Tender, under and by vir-/e4 with the whole. ‘Lhe mere municipal regulation 
que of the capture, and of the treaty of peace. eof an act of parliament cannot be intended to affect, 
states in his affidavit, which is not contradicted, that! norcan it legally attect, the right of nations. They 
the Davi Porter sailed from Boston the 13th De-|!nust be decided by the general law of nations, and 
ceinber, $814, lawfully commissioned ; that on the, by particular treaties. | 
8th of January, 1815, off Lisbon, she captured the It has farther been argued, and a great deal of 
Legai Tender, put a crew on board, and ordered lier learning has been displayed to support the argument 
to the United States; that she continued to proceed |from civilians, writers upon the law of nations, and 
till the 7th of March, when beang off Monhegan, in| the English lawyers, that the first captors had no 
lat. 43, 44, N. long. 69, 15, W. she was captured by | title or right to this vessel under their seizure, till 
the Spencer and sent to Halifax. He pleads the se-}a legal adjudication; that till then, no right what: 
cond article of the treaty between Great Britain and ever accrued, or at {cast only to the state, and that 
America, which was signed on the 24th December, tierefore the owners of the privateer had no inte- 
by which it was reciprocally agreed that all vessels |rest to entitle them to claim ; that as hostilities were 
and effects which should be taken after the space extended by the treaty, in some parts of the world 
of twelve days from the ratification, upon all parts, to one hundred and twenty days after the ratifica- 
of the coast of North America, from the lat. 95, N.| tion, within which period this recapture was made, 
to 50, N. and as far eastward in the Atlantic ocean ‘that the state of war still subsisted, and this very 
as the S6th deg. of west longitude, should be restored privateer might have been actually employed in 
on either side. That the treaty was ratified on the capturing British ships at the time when the owners 
10th of February, and that the brigantine was not appeared as Claimants in a British court of prizes 
therefore liable to capture, within the said latitudes, hand finally, that the treaty not having specified re- 
after the Sdof March, or if recaptured, ought to be !cuptures, did not extend to them. 
restored. | ‘She rule as to the precise time when the right of 








Vice-admiraltv Decision. 
[From the Halifax Arcadian Recorder.) 
THE LEGAL TENDER, IRVIN, MASTER, 


The article of the treaty upon which the present |the captors shall vest, and which is understood to be 
case depends, was introduced to prevent disputes, as !the same in the United States as in Great Britain, 1s 
9 similar adjustment has been agreed upon in ma- !chiefly a regulation ag between the state and the cape 
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cor, As capturing ships whether belonging to the meaning of the two governments, but the words are, 
state or to individuals, act as a part of the public | “all vessels and effects.” ‘Io say that a recapture is 
force, it is not a question here merely hal the in- a ‘ capture is a mere finesse and equivocation.— 
dividual captors themselves but with the nation at|Such captures, as well as other captures, are lite- 
large, and it is not affected by any such internal re-| rally comprehended under the treaty; they are “‘ves- 
gujution. The rule was moreover introduced to pre- |scis and effects which have been taken” since the 
pati ston rroll gr piu von hi ee ge nae f the hostility of the act of 

transfer to neutrals immediately upon the s | pe of the hostility of the act of capture 

To give the original owners the chance of recapture, ‘and of any particular stipulations in the treat Ys the 
-¢ was held that such transfers were not valid till af- ies of possession in the captor was completed by 
ter condemnation. In truth, the right is complete | the intervention of peace, and ail right of recover- 
upon the capture, as has been observed by wrivers | ing in the orig inal owner was barred. The wii possi- 
of authority, since there is a just title, that of war, | detis is the basis of every treaty of peace, unless so 
the animus possidendi under that title, and the ac- far as it is otherwise agreed, All things continue in 
tual possession, which is sufficient to constitute a the state in which they are found when the treaty 
perfect right, under all general principles of law. | takes effect, unless it is declared otherwise. Where 
‘he extension of the time was introduced by mutual | the tree falls there it must lie, All the rules to de- 
consent and practice for particular purposes, and is | termine when the title by capture is final, are found- 
merely arbitrary, as is evident from the fluctuation | ed upon one principle laid down by Grotius, that the 
which has prevailed relating to it, in the varying and | capture is complete when all hope of recovery is lost 


successive rules of twenty-four hours, of infra pre- |—but all hope of recovery is ceriainly lost when the 
sidia, and other such securities, till it finally settled | recovery becomes unlawful. The conclusion of a 
down into the condemnation. | peace is therefore as effectual for that purpose, as 


But, without entering farther into these nice and | carrying infra preesidia, condemnation, or any other 
abstract questions, it is sufficient for the present circumstances which have been fixed upon. St. Mar- 
purpose, that by the capture, the privateer acquir- | tens, and other writers, who have been already quo- 
eda legal right of possession, which is undeniable. | tei, admits that peace gives this firs] and perfect 
it is admitted that the vessel was taken in time of | tithe to captures. So sir Willicm Scott, in the schr. 
war, from an enemy by a ship of war, regularly com-! Sophie, says expressly, that “the title of the former 
tnissioned, a Jawful possession is therefore admitted.| owner is completely barred by the intervention of 
After the time fixed by the treaty, within the respec-| peace, which has the effect of qnicting all titles of 
tive limits assigned, a state of peace subsisted be- | possession arising from war.’ And with respect ta 
tween the two countries as absolute and complete, |a supposed recovery of this vessel to the former 
as ifno farther hostilities could be any where exercis- | owner by a sort of postliminium, it is justly observed 
el, and as if the treaty had been concluded for ajby Vattel (Lib. III. ch. 14, sec. 226) that “since the 
century. things of which the treaty of peace says nothing, 

The true question then is, whether a lawful pos-| continue in the state in which they were found at the 
session can be divested by an hostile force in time of | moment when the peace was concluded, and are ta- 
peace? Merely to put this question is suilicient to | citly ceded to the possessor, the right of postlimingem 
answer it. Peace is that state in which rights are|has no place after peace is concluded, it relates en- 
discussed and claims made amicably, and by the or- | tirely to the state of war.” | 
dinary proceedings of courts of law; toseitlethem| An argument has been raised, and much compas- 
by violence is peculiar to a state of war. The resto-|sion excited, by a supposition, that if this prize is 
ration of peace annuls all modes of force; they be-' restored, the British master and crew found on board 

come unlawful. ‘There can be no lawful fighting in must be restored likewise toa state of captivity. For 
time of peace. The question is not limited to this|this there is no foundation whatever. The treaty 
particular case, Here indeed there is no shedding | provided that from the ratification there shall be 2 
of blood, but it was a seizure by force, a mere sub- ‘universal peace between the people of the respective 
mission to asuperior power. If it was lawful so to countries, and they can no longer hold each other in 
take a vessel, it would be equally lawful to apply ‘a state of captivity. 
force in case of resistance. A re-capture might! Such is the construction which I am induced to 
equally be made by a battle. Any of our ships of give to this treaty, as applied to the present case. 
war under the same circumstances, might be re-tak-|On behalf of the country which I in some measure 
en from the Americans, or any of theirs might be|represent, | think it my duty to give it an enlarged 
re-taken from us in the most sanguinary engage-|and liberal interpretation according to the true mean- 
ments. If nothing short of a sentence of condem-'ing of the parties, free from all sophistry and chi- 
nation could extinguish the right of recapture it }cane, and such as becomes a great nation to adopt. 
might exist to a very long and indefinite period.—| And I think that in so doing 1 consult the real advan. 
Quips taken in the Fast Indies might be a twelve- | tage of my country, mare than by any pecuniary be- 
month or more before they could get home to be nefits which individusls might acquire from acon- 
condemned. Can that be a state of peace im which ‘trary mode of proceeding. 
ships might lawfully engage, or in which scenes of| I, therefore, decree the restitution of this vessel] 
bloodshed between the vessels of two nations might |and cargo to the owners of the American privateer, 
lawfully be exhibited ? Can such a state subsist after | but as it seems in some measure to be a new ques- 
it has heen expressly agreed by a treaty that all hes- | tion, and the nearness of the transaction to the limits 
tilities shall cease ? Is the forcible capture of a ves- | assigned for recaptures might in some measure jus- 
sel,or is itnot, an act of hostility ? Lf it is, it is pro-| tify the recaptors in bringing the vessel in for inqui- 





hibited by the treaty. | ry, Ishall direct all parties to bear their proportion 
It is said that the treaty does not stipulate that} of the expense incurred, by paying their own costs 
vessels recaptured shall be restored. ‘he words are | ae me 


a3 general as possible. ‘The restitution is not con-} 


7 : P / 
ined to vessels “belonging to the subjects of the VW ashineton Monument. 


> . ' nd 

United States,” expressions to be found in many | Agreeably to previous arrangement, the managers 
treaties, and which, or something equivalent, would! of the monument met in Howard’s Park at 12 o’clock, 
Probably have been introduced, at such had been the, on Tuesday, the 4th July, 1815, and, in the presence 
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of from 25 to 30,000 of their fellow-citizens, amongst 
whom were a number of the reverend clergy; the 
president and members of the Cincinnati of Mary- 
Jand; his excellency the governor, R. W. G. M. and 
members of the grand lodge of Maryland and the 
subordinate lodges of Baltimore; the mayor and 
cily councils of Baltimore; officers of the army 
and navy; major-general R. G, Harper and aids; and 
the 3d brigade of Maryland militia, under the com- 
mand of brigadier-general Sterett; they proceeded to 
perform the pleasing duty assigned them by the le- 
gislature of Maryland, of laying the first corner stone 
of a monument, to be erected in the city of Balti- 
more, to the memory of general Washington, the 
father of the republic, ; 

In an elevated situation near the spot prepared for; 
laying the corner stone, was exhibited an excellent 
likeness of the deceased Aero and sage, an original 
portrait painted by Mr. Rempranvr Prate; and, 
iinmediately under the picture, a correct and beauti- 
ful representation of the xonumenr to be erected, as 
designed by Mr. Mizsz.s, painted by Mr. Hrnry War- 
nes. These were richly decorated by Mr. Hven 
Finney, forming together an appropriate TRO. 
PHY for the occasion; and, at the bezinning of the 


in Baltimore a priority of claim to the hallowed serz 
vices of this day, recent interesting events, of which 
she was the theatre, lean powerfully in support of 
them. During the war in which we have been en- 
gaged, the city destined to bear the proud name of 
WASHINGTON to future ages, fell an easy con- 
quest to the ruthless invader. 

“The shock produced by this stroke was felt from 
the one end of these United States to the other. The 
minds of our countrymen appeared to be transfixed 
with herror and dismay: a night of awful darkness 
seemed to overshadow our land; the gloomiest ap- 
prehensions were entertained for the republic; he 
timid and the desponding, not recollecting that free. 
dom rises with an elasticity proportionate to the 
pressure made upon it, were approaching a state of 
political despair. At this most awful moment for 
our country, Baltimore, the city of our affection, in 
which was contained, our altars, our families, our 
all, became the next object of attack to a vindictive, 
and, at that time, a vain-glorious foe. The eyes of all 
America were fixed upon us! On the destiny of Bal. 
timore seemed to he suspended the fate of the Re. 
public! She breasted the storm, and, thanks to her 
gallant defenders, exists now, in prosperity and glary, 


ceremony, the ensigns from the attending volunteer} to perform this most grateful of duties. 


corps displayed their flags, on which were painted; 


the THE ARMS OF THE UNITED stares, around the 
Trophy. 

‘The ceremonies of the day were commenced by 
some national airs from a volunteer band of ama- 
teurs, Mr. Rimnyie leader. 

A salute of 59 guns, commemorative of the num 
ber of years which was on that day completed singe 
the declaration of independence. 

Washington’s march, by the band. 

JamEs A. Bucuanan, esq. president of the board 
of managers, then addressed the audience as follows: 

“The distinguished honor, my feliow-citizens, of 
presiding on this interesting occasion, has devolved 
upon me, in consequence of the. death of my prede- 
cessor, the founder and first president of the board 
of managers, Joun Comncys; to whom, more than to 
any member of the board, more, indeed, than to ail 
the otier members of the board, is to be ascribed 


whatever there may be of merit in the procuring for) 


our city, the glory of being the first to erect a mo- 


nument of gratitude to the Father and Genefactor of 


our country. ‘ 

“And, my fellow-citizens, is it not with peculiar 
propriety that this first expression of national grati- 
tude should be made in the city of Baltimore? At 
all tines the first to evince its attacliment to those 
republican institutions, to secure which was the 
great object of Wasuineron’s labors, Baltimore has 
at no time been backward with testimonials of her 
Jove and gratitude towards him. When she saw him 
elevated to the highest honors in the gift of his 
country, Baltimore was among the first to approach 
him with her homage. “The tokens of regard and 
affection,” said he, “‘which J have often received 
from the citizens of this town, were always acccpta- 

ie, because I always believe them sincere.” 

When, descending from his exalted station he 
relinquished his power, and sought for happiness in 
the bosom of retirement, the first to thank him for 
his services and regret his departure, was Balti- 
more. In reply to an address presented to him on 
that occasion by the city, he observed, “I pray you 
to accept of my sincere thanks, for the evidence you 
have now given, of approbation of my past services; 
for those regrets which you have expressed, on the 
occasion of my retirement to private life; and for the 
affectionate attachment which you have manifested 
ff mv person.” Tf these be nat sufficient to establigh 


“The desire, my fellow citizens, of perpetuating 
the memory of illustrious men, has prevailed in 
every age of the world. The ingenuity of man has 
been exercised, as well in his rudest, as in his most 
polished condition, in devising methods by which, 
-efiectually, to gratify this desire. The song of the 
poet, the pen of the historian, the pencil of the pain- 
ter, the chissel of the sculptor, all have in every age 
been employed, to render their fame imperishable. 
jit has, indeed, been sometimes said, that the only 
monument real excellence requires, is an existence in 
ithe recollection of those who have been blessed by 
|its operation, and that, in the gratitude of posterity, 
it has its best reward. It would be superfluous, 
junder present circumstances, to enquire into the 
/correctness or incorrectness of this sentiment. JTe 
ihave taken the sense of mankind, as exhibited in 
‘immemorial usage, for our guide; and I therefore 
/proceed to state, that we are assembled here, my 
fellow. citizens, to lay the corner stone of a monu- 
ment, intended to commemorate the virtues of our 
great Wasuineron, of the hero and the sage, “first 
in war, first in peace, and first in the hearts of his 
countrymen.” On an occasion so grand, so interest- 
ing, it might perhaps be expected, that some notice 
should be taken of “the services of the mighty 
dead ;” but when we recollect, that the world is 
filled with his glory, and that its radiance shines 
with a lustre which requires no aid from eulogy, } 
eel relicved from a task, which it would have been 
the height of presumption for me to have undertaken: 

‘With these few observations, my fellow citizens; 
more than which | have not believed to be necessary, 
and less than which, would not have satisfied my 
own impressions of duty; allow me to solicit your 
devout attention to the next feature of our arrange- 
ment, which is to invoke the blessing of Almighty 
God, on the purpose for which we are assembled.” 

The following prayer, was then addressed to the 
Throne of Grace, by the right rev. bishop Kemr. 

* QO God! in whom we live and move and have 
our being. Every good thing that we enjoy here, 
we derive from thee, and every good thing that we 
hope for hereafter, thou alone canst bestow. 

We acknowledge, with deep humility, that we have 
followed, too much, the devices and desires of our 
own hearts; that we have done those things which 
we ought not to have done; and that we have left 
undone thoge things which we ought to have done; 
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and that there is no spiritual health in us. Pardon, , 


On this monument, O God, may we all look as q 


0 werciful Father, our manifoid transgressions—|reproot of sin; and an encouragement to virtue—as 


purify our hearts from every defilement, and grant 
us grace, to enable us to devote our hearts and our 
lives more particularly to thy seivice. 

We magnify and adore thee, the Supreme Ruler of | 
nations, for the many and distinguished blessings, | 
which we enjoy as a peuple ; for tae liberty, prospe- 
rity and happiness, which we have derived from that 
memorable w¥ef, whose anniversary has again rolled 
round. On this day let every heart expand with gra- 
titude and joy—let it be distinguished byour citizens, 
as the commencement of « new era in the history of 
nations, when a great and extensive empire rose into 
existence; when the Supreme Being opened a way 
for the rapid dissemination of liberty, learning and 
religion, ever an uncultivated wilderness ; amelio- 
rating the condition of man, and spreading light snd 
salvation through a wide extended land. O God! 
for these blessings give us grace to be duly thank- 
ful. 

Wp particular, we come before thee, at this time, 
to implore a blessing on our present undertaking ; 
and that in all our works, begun, continued and end- 
ed in thee, we may glorify thy holy name; may per- 
petuate and extend those principles, upon which de- 
pend our happiness here and hereafter. 





May this monument, whose corner stone we are 


now about to deposit, stand as a memorial of the| 


the ark of independence—the model of’ patriotism, 
and the reward of greatness; and may it be happily 
instrumental in. inspiring our hearts with noble sen- 
timents, in elevating our souls above mean pursuits, 
and in preparing us to share in the everlasting re- 
wards of all those who love God—who trust in a re- 
deemer, and whose souls are adorned by the noble 
qualities of pure christians. 

These, our pr«yers, we offer unto thee, in the name 
and through the merits of our blessed Redeemer; to 
whom, with thee and the holy Spirit, be all honor 
and glory, world without end—.2men.” 

The President, accompanied by the Board of Ma- 
nagers, then descended to the place where the corner 
stone was suspended ; and by their Secretary invited 
his excellency Levin Winder, R. W. G. Master of Ma- 
sons, colonel J. E. Howard, president, and general S. 
Smith, vice-president of the Cincinnati, and Edward 
Johnson, mayor of the city of Baltimore, to witness 
the laying of the stone. To whom, when assembled, 
the President made the following address :—“I have, 
gentlemen, been requested by the Board of Managers 
to ask your participation with them on this interest- 
ing occasion; and, worshipful sir, (addressing the 
ki. W.G. Master) to present you with these imple- 
ments, (handing the square, plump and level) used 
by your ancient fraternity; with which you will be 


blessings and advantages that our country deriy-| Pleased to proceed and ascertain the fitness of this 
A . * Fs . 9? 
ed from the character and conduct of that per-|S5tone. 


sonage, whose name it is to bear, and whose virtues 


av 


The R. W. G. Master, replied: ‘ Honorable sir, 


it is to perpetuate. May it excite in us those noble}00 behalf of the free and accepted masons of this 





affections, that will entitle us to the continuance of | State, T accept with pleasure your invitation; and 
his favor, who is the Author of every good and per- | it will afford us peculiar satisfaction to render all 
fect gift; may we view it as a conunued monitor to! the assistance within our powér, so that the stone 
emulate the virtues and follow the example of him,! May be laid agreeably to the ancient usages of the 
whose character implies every thing that is great, | order; especiaily, as the object of the building to 
O let our hearts and ali that is within us praise the! be erected is, to hand down to the latest posterity, 
Lord for his goodness. _ | the virtues and patriotism of the greatest of men; 
Let the soldier, when he views this monument, re-| Who, during his valuable life, honored our order 
member that America requires he shauld form his | by becoming a zealous and faithful member of the 
character upon the model of Washington: that hej fraternity.” 
should combine bravery with prudence ; courage | His exceilency the R. W. G. Master, then pro- 
with humanity; the service of his God with the ser-| ceeded to try the fitness of the stone, and addressing 
vice of his country ! ithe president, pranounced the same “irue and 
Let the statesman here learn the important lesson, | trusty.” 
that integrity is the rule by which all his plans are} The architect, assisted by Messrs. William Steu- 
to be measured; honesty the scale in which ail his| att and Thomas Towson, the operative masons, un- 
sthemes are to be weighed ; that religion is the only | der the direction of the president, placed the stone in 
base on which the happiness of a nation can stand | its proper position. 
secure; and that true patriotism consists in that ar-| ‘The seeretary then deposited in the stone 2 Cope 
dent love of country which excites to originate and per plate, on one side.of which was engraved 
promote measures to dispense the blessings of free- On the 4th of July, A. D. 1815, 
dom, justice and plenty among all descriptions of was laid this 
citizens, FOUNDATION STONE 
Let the private citizen, when he looks upon this Of a Monument to be erectec to the 
monument, remember that it was erected in memory memory of 7 
of a man who was an ornament in private life as well! GEORGE WASBINGTON.” 
as public—who, to the bravery of a soldier and the On the reverse. 
integrity of a statesman, added the virtues of en af: 6 MANAGERS, 
‘ectionate husband—a kind neighbor, an useful citi-| John Comegys Washington Hall 
zen and a pious christian, iJsmes A. Buchanan Lemuel Taylor 
0 God! as it pleased thee to appoint the rain-bow, | Robert Gilmor, jun. George Hoffman 
88 a token that the earth should not again be destroy-| Isaac M‘*Kim Edward J. Coale 
ed by « flood, so may this monument remain as a ¢o-| Wm. H. Winder James Partridge 
ken, that America must not be deluged by sin; that} David Winchester Nicholas G. Ridgely 
the land of Washington must not be torn by faction} Fielding Lucas, jun. Robert Miller 
or ruined by vice—that no domineering tyrant shall| James Calhoun, jun. Nathl. F. Williams 
raise his head on this soil, or the happiness of ovr} James Cocke Levi Hollingsworth 
Citizens be sacrificed at the shrine of ambition. | John Frick William Gwynn 
To this monument let the father lead his son, and! James Williams Benjamin H, Mullikiy: 
tell him, that to be great he must possess the virtues | James Barroll 
and prizciples of him to whose memory it is dedica-| Ex1 Srmxins, Secretary. 
ted. wai * 7 RoreErt Mints, Architect. 
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The scite presented by Joun Eacen Howarp, esq. 
Epwarp Joanson, mayor of the city,’ 
and a sealed glass bottle, containing a likeness of 
Washing ton, his valedictory address, the several 
newspapers printed in this city, and the different 
coins of the United States. On the stone was en- 
graved— , ea) 
‘sWititam STecantr 
and 
Tromas Towson, 
Stone Cutters; 
SaTer STEVENSON, 
Stone Zason.” 

The president accompanied by the R. W. G. mas- 
ter, the president and vice president of the Cincin- 
nati, and the mayor of the city, proceeded and set- 
tled the stone. The grand master then pronounced, 
§*May the Grand Architect of the Universe grant a 
blessing on this foundation stone which we have now 
laid, and by his Providence enable us to finish this 
and every other work which may be undertaken for 
the benefit of the repuolic and the perpetuity of our 
free institutions.” 

The R. W. G. master then received severaily the 
vessels containing corn, wine and oil, and addressed 
the president-——“ Sir, as the scattering of corn, 
and the pouring out of wine and oil, on such occa- 
sions, are a part of our ancient ceremonies, with 
your assent, I will perform that duty.” ‘The presi- 
dent signified his assent, when the grand master 
scattered the corn and poured out the wine and oj] 
on the stone, saying “May the all bountiful Author 
of nature bless this city with an abundance of corn, 
wine and oil and with all the necessaries, convenien- 
ces and comforts of life; and may the same Almighty 
power preserve this city from ruin and decay to the 
latest posterity.” 

The R. W. G. master, then addressing the rev-> 
John Hargreve, grand chaplain, said: “ Have we 
here the first and greatest light of masonry?” 

He replied “it is in my hands, R. W.” 

The R. W.G. master again asked “what instruc- 
tion does it give on this occasion ?” 

The grand chaplain, read the following select pas- 
sages from the holy writings; 

‘Thus saith the tonp Gon, behold I lay in Zion for 
a faundation, a stone, a tried stone, a precious corner 

tone, a sure foundation, &c. 
Judgment also will I lay to the line and righteous- 
ness unto the plummet.” 
Isaiah xxvirt Ch. 16, 17. 
“Kor behold the siqne whch I have laid before 


Joshua: upon one stone shall be seven eyes: Behold 


1 will engrave the engraving thereof, saith the Lonp 
oF N0STS.” Zech. vit Ch.9, FV. 
“Bless ye the torn all ve servants of the Lord. 
Lift up your hands in the sanctuary and bless the 
Lord. 
ry} 7 ¥ = : y 
The Lord that made heaven and earth bless thee 
out of Zion.” Psalm cxXxXiv. 
Grand honors by the Masons. 





The president then addressed Mr. Mills : 
‘The managers, appointed by the legislature of) 


a , . . ra ° t 
Maryland, to superintend the erection of this monu- | 


well as those who have confided in you, and be jp 
some degree commensurate with its object.” 

Mr. Mills replied— 

“The honor, sir, you have been pleased to confer 
upon me, I hope to prove that I duly appreciate, by 
a faithful performance of the duties incumbent on 
me as your architect. 

I feei a double inducement to use my best exer- 
tions to execute faithfully and with ability the im- 
portant duty entrusted to me, from the recollection 
that the work to be performed is, the execution of a 
monument to perpetuate our country’s gratitude to 
the FATHER OF HER LIBERTIES; and that you haye 
given a preference to native genius in the choice of 
a design for the work.” 

The rev. Dr. Inglis then pronounced the following 
prayer and benediction : 

SOVEREIGN OF NATIONS, Whose throne is the only 
throne before which our free republic bows herself! 
if we know our own hearts, it is our delight to do 
thee homage, as our monarch, our judge and our 
God, We give thee thanks, that at length the fou! 
blot of reproach is effaced fiom the public name, 
and that a splendid memorial of the people’s grati- 
tude is at length about to be reared to tell to the 
world that honor is due from them, and shall be paid 
to the brave, the just and the good—to their chief, 
their benefactor and their father ; 

* What people has ever had such cause of grati- 
tude to thee, as this people? For what people, ex- 
cept of old for thy chosen tribes whom thou ledst 
through the wilderness to a land of rest, of plenty, 
prosperity and glory, hast thou ever done such deeds 
of wonder, as tor this people? And of all thy mul- 
tudinous biessings bestowed upon us, we esteem it 
not the least, that thou didst give us the achieve- 
ments and the exampie of thine eminent servant, 
whose spirit is now in other worlds, but whose hap. 
py memory lives undecayingly in our affections, and 
to the honor of whose transcendent character this 
monumental fabric is devoted—thy servant, “first 
in War—first in peace—and first in the hearts of his 
countrymen”—thy servant, the delight of an ad- 
miring world, ‘“‘whose country is the universe— 
whose fame is eternity.” We thank thee that thou 
didst form and adapt his mind to the crisis which 
called him into action—to the exigencies of the 
eventiul times during which he exercised his exalted 
talents and his no less exalted virtues. For while 
we cherish the name and memory of our glorious 
chief we humbly and thankfully acknowledge that 
every perfect gift, whether of goodness or of great- 
ness, cometh down from above ; from thee, O Foun- ° 
tain of exccllence—from thee, O Father of light, 
with whom is no variableness or shadow of turning! 

We thank thee that this great man lived not in vain, 
and that his precious example has not been lost upon 
the people before whose eyes it shines. The wounds 
of those brave men who have survived the shock of 
recent battle on no distant fhelds—whose patience 
and fortitude under the privations and exposure of 
war; whose self-denial, whose contempt ot danger, 
and whose martial ardor, drove back the unsuccess- 
ful hosts of invasion to their ships—attest that the 


ment, intended to hand down to the latest genera-| example of his valor and his patriotism has not been 
tion, the love of country, the disinterestedness, the | lost upon us. The annunciations of victory by our Jau- 
valor and the patriotism of one of the greatest and | relled commanders when the blood of the brave dyed 


“* ? ° 7 bed - | 
Best of men that ever lived in any age; having the | 
most unbounded confidence in your skill and integri- | 


the waters of the lakes, attest that the example of 
his modesty and his piety, has not shone upon us 1 


rv as an architect, do now entrust you with thesejvain. They attest, that, like him, the intrepid leader 


symbols, (handing the S. L. P.) by which you are | 


+0 prosecute according to that design (pointing to a) 


venresentation of the monument as designed by Mr. | 
‘ills, painted by Mr. H. Warren;) a monument | 


‘lich may do honer to vourself as an architect, as 


and the warrior, who with firm and faithful step ad- 
vances to the onset, forgets not amidst the pomp and. 
circumastance of war, that God is the Lord of Hosts, 
to whom all might and all success are to be ascribed’ 

Qn this occasion aud at this sacred spot, may we 
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past, and fetward upon the future with hope, confi- 
dence and courage. ‘Thou who did accomplish this 
unparalleled man with rich gifts of war and peace, 
that he might go in and out before this so great 
people, will not forsake the country that gave him) 
birth and where his ashes lie. To thy blessing we | 
solemnly commend its institutions and its interests. | 
This day, the anniversary of that proud day which) 

ave us national existence; of that glorious day | 
when first independence thundered from the senate | 
hall and scattered its lightning from the sword of 
the chief along the thorny and ensanguined path- 
way that, under the auspices of Omnipoteace led, in 
the event to victory and to peace—this day, this 
joyful day, we invoke thy blessing. Bless these as- 
sembled- multitudes—bless this flourishing and 
growing city, ever favored by thy smiles and of late 
signally protected by thy Providence—bless the 
state of which it is the ornament—our governor and 
public functionaries. Bless the United States of 
America—united indissolubly ; free and independent 
perpetually ; God save the republic which himself 
hath formed to be the refuge cf freedom.—Never, 
Oh never, of freedom may it be the grave! Bless 
the president of the United States and all in autho-| 
rity, and grant that under their administration the | 
people may lead quiet and peaceable lives in all | 
godliness and honesty ° 

Sovereign of Nations—Auther of all good; Patron | 
aud Rewarder of Integrity, Patriotism and Valor—! 








‘tye ehabled to look back with gratitude upon the,solemn occasion to notice with tender recollection 


the respectable, amiable, and patriotic persons, te 
whose indefatigable labors we, of this vicinity are 
chiefly indebted for the honorable privilege of laying 
the first Monumental Stone sacred to the Memory of 
the Kuther of his Country. In alt patriotic offices, in 
all public works promotive of the interests of truth, 
virtue, and benevolence, and Tiberty—graat that this 
example may be universally imitated with a perse- 
verance and enthusiasm worthy of the Amerisrn 
citizen. 

Sovereign of nations—Almighty Creator—God of 
the spirits of all flesh; Father of our Saviour; by 
whose divine permission we have united in these ex- 
ercises ; listen we beseech thee, to our thanksgiving 
and supplications, and favorably, in much mercy, be 
pleased to answer them. AMEN. 

Men, brethren, and fellow citizens, 

Jehovah bless you, and keep you ! 
Jehovah make bis face to shine upon you and be 
gracious ! 
Jehovah lift up his countenance upon you, and 
give you peace! 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you 

all! AMEN. 

Music. First solemn, then national. 

Grand salute of 100 guns, the band playing Yan- 
kee Doodle. 

The whole ceremonies of the day were concluded 
by three vollies from the whole line of infantry. 

The evening sky was beautifully bespangled by 


We supplicate thy benediction upon the interesting | "ockets thrown from Fort M‘Henry and the Colum- 
solemnity of this day—deign to smile upon the deed | Dian gardens. They rese in a brilliant line of fire, 
which has been done, and to accept it. For while, and forming a graceful arch, broke into stars as they 
this Monumental structure shall present to the be-| descended. Divine Providence seemed to smile on 
holder the emblematic register of glory, shall it not | the occasion—the air was delightfully cool and the 
proclaim the obligations of the Republic to Him,/} firmament serene. The evening silence and tran- 
who formed her general for the field—her ruler for, Quility that closed the joyful turbulence of the day, 
the cabinet? O may this memorial of our dead friend formed a striking contrast, and seemed to display 
and father speak in tones of deep interest to all his|that sobriety of pleasure which the solemnity of the 





children! May it lead them to remember every par- | Occasion demanded. 


ticular of his moral, civic and military virtues: Let! 
the believer remember that our chief venerated the | 
rites of religion and the name of God—Let the citi-| 
zen remember that our chief bewed to the supremacy | 








Foreign. 
The hoard of trade at Copenhagen (says a Jon- 


of the laws and gloried in rendering prompt obe-| doz paper) has published a notice, that no ships shall 


dience to the voice of constituted suthority—Let 


clear out for French ports, nor shall any French ves- 


the soldier remember that ewr chief fought because sels be admitted into those of Denmark, except un- 


freedom, and truth, and virtue, and conscience 
armed him—that his sword would have refused to 
leave its scabbard in an unholy cause; and that he 
never could have been induced by seduction or by 
provocation to turn its point against the maternal 
bosom of his country. Let successive presidents, 


commanders, magistrates, counsellors, and all depo- | 


sitories of power, remember that our chief sought 
not, in any one instance, Aimse’f, but, at all times, 
his country’s weal. 

“Save Lord, save this fabric of the people’s grati- 
tude—this structure to the blessed memory of our 
Rational father and benefactor, consecrated by the 
recollections, the sensibilities, and the prayers of his 
children—O save it from destructive casualties— 
Protect it against the mouldering touch of time— 
and, at what period soever, the clangor of arms, may 
again disturb our peaceful pursuits, let us look on 
this splendid pile—let us ask where is the spirit ef 
the hero whose fame it perpetuates—let us emulate 
his deeds—and, gathering round the monument of 
eur father, let us guard it with ano less resolved and 
unshrinking purpose than we would our altars and 
our homes! 

“Almighty God—We believe that thou art never 
displeased with the expression of praise where praist 
is due; we, therefore, deem it becoming us on this 


a 


der the white flag. 
| A London paper of May 11, says—The French 
\funds continued to @edvazce : 5 per cent. consols 
|were at 59. 

Several privateers appear to have been prepared 
}in the French ports, on the expectation of a war. 
A Vienna paper of April 15, observes—The grand 
‘duke of Hesse, cedes the duchy of Westphalia to 
|Prussia. The grand duke of Baden obtains the 
country otf Deux Ponts. It is remarked that the 
great market of nationsin Vienna still continues open. 

It is saidthat Bonaparte found in the treasury of 
France 52 millions [francs, we suppose] in cash, and 
42 millions in negociable bills. 

Murat is attended by his ministers for foreign af- 
' fairs and of the interior. So that it would seem he 
expects to negociate as wellas fight. 

A misunderstanding between the prince of Orange 
‘and duke of Berriis spoken of. There are several 
rumors of some sort of a negociation between the 
emperors of France and Austria. 

The news of Napoleon’s return to Paris was re- 
ceived with great joy by the populace of Dudlin.— 
The Irish people ever must consider the English as 
| their enemy, and grasp at any thing that holds out 
| the least hope of defeating their schemes. 

/ A Vienna paper of April 1, supposes it probable 
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hat Napoleon will meet the allies on the frontiers; rephed, “I wished to have at least one causeto des. 
of France with 450,000 men. It also says no reli- fend.” } 
ance can be placed on several of the minor German! Madrid, March 8~-The king and his aigust { 

powers, and that the “bad dispositions” of the Poles) ther conclided a convention at Rome, on the 14th 
will require a strong force to Keep them down. | January last. Our monarch has ratified it under the 
“‘ Bad dispositions!” what impertinence!—The Poles) restriction that Charles IV. shall not live in a 
have been dispoiled of their independence, and may | country under the dominion of Napoleon or Murat 
God give them the courage and sirength to drive | who are considered as the enemies of the king of 
out the insolent foreigners who lord it over their) Spain. By this convention Charles IV. is to feces 
country. In the name of all that is rightful and ree-| twelve millions of teals a year; eight millions of 
sonable, is not the cause of the Poles, in ejecting the | which are to 0 as a dowry to the queen, should she 
Russians, as holy as was tbat of the Spaiards in; survive the king; afd the ordinary allowance to the 
driving out the French? Let the English, who fight | jnfant D. Francisco, brother of king Ferdinand : 
for “the liberties of nations,” look to it! Confusion; Paris, May 4—On Monday Mrs. Seymour Bierier 
io the hypocrites. | had the honor of presenting to the emperor the bust 

It would appear that the allies €alculate mitch up-| of Charles J. Fox, in marble, sculptured by this lad 

on divisions in France. We believe they will be dis- who bad already presented to Kim the bust in wlaites 
eppointed. Lois has British soldiers for lis personal! afier the peace of Amiens. She had the honor of . 
guard at Ghent. How strange that a king of France, | interview with the emperor, who, on this occasion 
so beloved, cannot find Frenchmen enotigh worthy told Ker that if this distinguished man had lived 








of his canfidence for such aservice! The Belgians | there would have been peace; that the debt of Enr. 
o 











appear decidedly with Napoleon. Their officers are | land would have been less by a milliard, and many 
Said to have many quarrels and duels with the Eng-’ thousands of men would stiil be alive. . 
Jish. _,| Paris, May 13.—Among the representatives elect 
The duchess of Angouleme, who Bonaparte said ed by the electoral college of the department of 
had more of a manly spirit in her than all the rest of Seine and Oise, sitting at Versailles, are general Li 
the Bourbons, on her arrival at Plymouth, Eng. was) Fayerre and M. Lebrun, (son-in-law to count Barbe 
received with great respect. oye | Marbois.) By the department of Seine and Oise, 
Talieyrand—What this most artful man is—a M. Felix La Pellatier de St. Fargeau (a devoted 
royalist or imperialist, seems doubted by some. But! republican member of the convention.) By the de. 
he appears as if cast off by Bonaparte. We say 4p-/ partment of Oise, M. de Liancourt (son to the duke 
pears, for such an idea of intrigue is always associ-| of that name.) 
ated with the mention of his name that wé are pre- 
pareal to doubt the revl meaning of whatever he says} 
of does. It is said, by different negociations, intrigues, | NSF, 1 ‘ 
&e. he has amassed a fortane exceeding seventeen | oye GF Vwoents: 
millions of dollars—a considerable part of which is Woes ike tae 
in the British funds. His estates in France were very me aS Se ee 
. ; ial Department, 
valuable. These, we believe, have been confisca- Downing-street, April 17, 1918. 
ted. _ A despatch, of which the following is a copy, has 
British fleets. —Great exertions are making in the | been this day received by earl Bathurst, one of his 
Tritish dock yards to get several fleets to sca. Ma- | majesty’s principal secretaries of state, from majoi- 
ny of them are prepared for throwing rockets, even} general sir John Lambert, K. C. B. commanding on 
those of the first rates—ships of 120 guns. ((pPer-| the coast of Louisiana. 
haps 20,000 Congreve rockets were sent to America Head- Quarters, Isle Dauphine, 
during the late war; and though thousands of them | Feb. 14, 1815. 
were thrown on all occasions, our whole loss by them} “1% torn—My despatch dated January 29th, will 
did not exceed 10 or 12 men. They are a very ex-! have informed your lordship of the re-embarkation of 
pensive preparation. Calculated to intimidate a raw | this force, which was completed on the SOth; the 
soldiery, but laughed at by regu'ar troops. | Wexther came oit so bad on that night, and continuec 
Bernadotte—The reports respecting the attempt-| so until the 5th of February, that no communication 
ed assassination of Bernadotte are contradicted. On) could be held with the ships at the inner ancliorage, 
the contrary, it is said that the Swedes appear very |a distance of about seventeen miles. 
well pleased with the government, and that every | It being agreed between vice-admiral sir Alexer- 
thing was quiet and orderly. der Cochratie and myself that operations should be 
French military council—VYhe marshals who are to) Cari ied towards Mobile, it was decided that a force 
command corps d’armee are all at Paris, (Mey 12)! should be sent against fort Bowyer, situated on thie 
and form a military council; the army on-ihe frontier! eastern point of the entrance of the bay, and from 
is forming into regular and full divisions, under!every information that could be obtained it wa 
their respective generals. Davoust still holds the; considered a brigade would be sufficient for ths 
war bureau, and Carnot the interior; Lucien Bona-; object, with a respectable force of artillery. I or 
parte having been on a foreign mission. Carnot at- dered the 2d brigade, composed of the 4th, 21st and 


iends the military conferences. The ofticers who! 44th regimenis, for this service, together with such 
uttend the bureau of conference, are means in the engineer and artillery departments, % 
Marshals—Massena, Ney, Soult, Davoust, Jour-; the chief and commanding officer of the royal artil- 
dan, Suchet, Oudinot, Serrurier, Arrighi, Savary.| lery might think expedient. The remainder of the 
Generals.—Carnot, Dupant, Dumas, Caulincourt, | force had orders to disembyrk on Isle Dauphine, arid 
Molitor, Laborde, L’Espinasse, D:jean, Lacuce. encamp; and msjor-general Keane, whom I am truly 
Lecourbe was a member of this council, but had | happy to say has returned to his duty, superintended 
been recently appointed to command a corps of| their arrangement. 
e>servation of 40,000 men on the borders of Mount; The weather being favorable on the 7th for tie 
Jura. landing to the eastward of Mobile Point, the ships 


Paris wit.—A briefless barrister (says a London pa- | destined to move on that service, sailed under the 
per) was asked the other day why he had enrollea command of captain Ricketts, of the Vengeur, bu' 
himself in the corps of volunteers? “Because,” te) did not arrive in sufficient time that evening to de 
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thore tah determine the place of disembarkation, | 
which was about three miles from fort Bowyer. 

At day-light the next morning the troops got into 
the boats, and 600 men were landed under lieute- 
nant-colonel Debbeig of the 44th, without opposition, | 
who immediately threw out the light companies| 
under lieutenant Bennett, of the 4th regiment, to co- 
ver the landing of the brigade. Upon the whole be- 
ing disembarked, a disposition was made to moven 
towards the fort, covered by the light companies. 
The enemy was not seen until dbout 1600 yards in 
front of their works; they gradually fell back, and 
yo firing took place, until the whole had retired into 
the fort, and our advance had pushed on nearly to 
within three hundred yards. Having reconnoitred 
the forts with lieutenant-colonels Burgoyne and 
Dickson, we were decidedly of opinion, that the 
work was formidable only against an assault; that 
batteries being once established, it must speedily fall. 
Every exertion was made by the navy to land provi- 
sions, and the necessary equipment of the battering 
train and engineer stores. We broke ground on the 
night of the 8th and advanced a firing party to with- 
in one hundred yards of the fort during the night. 
The position of the batteries being decided upon the 
next day, they were ready to receive their guns on} 
the night of the 10th, and on the morning of the| 
11th, the fire of a battery of four eighteen pounders 
on the left, and two 8 inch howitzers on the right, 
each about one hundred yards distance, two 6-pound- | 
ers at about three hundred yards, and eight small | 
cohorns advantageously placed on the right, with | 
intervals between cf one hundred and two hundred | 
yards, all furn shed to keep up an incessant fire for | 
two days, were prepared to open. Preparatory toj| 
commencing, J] summoned the fort, allowing the | 
commanding officer half an hour for decision upon 
such terms as were proposed. Finding he was in- 
clined to consider them, I prolonged the period at} 
his request, and at 3 o’clock the fort was given up| 
to a British guard and British colors hoisted; the 
terms being signed by major Smith, military secre- 
tary, and captain Ricketts, R.M. and finally approved 
of by the vice-admiral and myself, which I have the 
honor to enclose. tam happy to say our loss was not | 
very great; and we are indebted for this, in a great 
measure, to the efficient means attached to this force. | 
Had we been obliged to resort to any other mode of | 
attack, the fall could not have been looked for under | 














such favorable circumstances. 


We have certain information of a force having been 
ent from Mobile, and disembarked about 12 miles | 
off, in the night of the 10th, to attempt its relief ; { 
two schooners with previsions and an intercepted | 
letter fell iato out hands, taken by captain Price, ! 
R.N. stationed in the bay. | 

I cannot close this despatch without naming to| 
your lordship, again, lieut. colonels Dickson, royal | 
artillery, and Burgoyne, royal engineers, who dis-| 
played their usual zeal and abilities; and Jieutenant 
Yennett, of the 4th, who commanded the light com: | 
panies and pushed up close to the enemy’s works. 


1 24 pounder, 2 9 pounders, outside the fort. 
GUNS. 
Iron—3 32 pounders, 8 24 pounders, 6 12 pounders, 
5 9 pounders. 

Brass—1 4 pounder.. 

Mortar—1 8-inch. 

Howitzer—1 54 inch. 

SHOT. 

32-pounder—856 round, 64 graze, 11 case. 

24-pounder—851 round, 176 bar, 286 grape, 84 casé. 

12-pounder—53*% round, 74 grape, 439 case. 
9-pqunder—781 round, 208 grape, 429 case. 
6-pounder—15 round, 75 bar, 13 case. 
4-pounder—231 round, 38 grape, 147 case: 

Shells—25 83-inch, 74 54-inch. 

183 hand grenades. 

5,519 pounds powder. 

1 triangle gin, complete. 

16,976 musket ball cartridges: 

500 ftlints. 

331 muskets, complete, with accoutrements. 

(Signed) JAS. PERCIVAL, 
Ass. comy. royal artillery. 
A. DICKSON, 
Lieut. col. comg. royal artillery. 


Return of casualties in the army under the command of 
major-general Lambert,emploved before Fort Bowyer, 
between the 8th and 12th of February, 1815. 

Royal sappérs and miners—1 rank und file wound 


(Signed) 


4th foot—8 rank and file killed; 2 sergeants, 13 
rank and file wounded. 

2ist foot—2 sergeants, 2 rank and file killed; 1 
rank ahd file wounded. 

40th foot—1 rank and file killed; 1 rank and file 
wounded. 

Totak—135 killed, 18 wounded. 

(Signed) F. STOVEN, P. 2. G. 

Return of the American garrison, of Fort Bowyer, 
which surrendered to the force under major-general 
Lambert, 11th February, 1815. 

1 field officer, 3 captains, 10 subalterns, 2 staff, 16 
sergeants, 16 drummers, 327 rank and file, 26 women, 
16 children, 3 servants, not soldiers. 

(Signed) FRED.STOVEN, D. J. G. 
ANOTHER BRILLIANT NAVAL VICTORY 
Achieved by the United States’ sloop of war Horner, 
captain Biddle, (mounting 20 guns) in the capture 
and destruction of his Britannic majesty’s sloop of 
war Pencur&, capt. Dickinson, (mounting 21 guns 
and a complement of 158 men) after an action of 
twenty-two minutes, on the 23d of March last, otf 

the island of Tristian de Cunha. 

Though we are at peace with Great Britain, it is im- 
possible not to rejoice at this signal naval triumph 
—this new and perfect evidence of the superior 
courage, activity and skill of our tars, over those 
who have arrogated to themselves the sovereignty 
of the sea. The Penguin sppears in the number 
of men and guns, and from her stecial equipment 
to cspture the Wasp !—to have had decided ad- 


Captain bonorable R. Spencer, R.N.who had been} vantages over the Hornet; but the soul-breathing 


J e j 
paced with a detachment of seamen under my orders, | 


Sreatly facilitated the service in every way by his 
exertions. 

From capt. Ricketts, of the R. N. who was charg- 
ed with the landing and disposition of the navai fuice, 
i received every assistance. 


(Signed) ! 


Earl Bathurst E?c. 
Fort Bowren, February 14, 1815. 
Return of ordnance, ammunition and stores, capinred 
Jtom the enemy in this place, on the 12th instant 


JOHN LAMBERT, 


Maujor-general comm dy. 


“yee trade and sailors rights” was wanting. What 
a wonderful disparity in the comparative damage 
sustained by the two vessels !—ovne killed and 11 
wounded (none dangerously) on one side, and se- 
| wenteen killed and 28 wounded (of whom several 
are Said since to have died) on the other side! Orte 
vessel immediately ready to proceed on her cruise, 
and for battle—the other a wreck, without fove- 
mast or bowsprit, and with 35 round shot in he: 
hull!all this done in twenty-two minutes ° 
For the following particulars of this brilliant qe- 
tion, the editors of the Mercantile Advertiser are 
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indebted to the arrival at this port, (New-York, July 


captain Biddle is silent as to his being wounded 


3,) of the United States’ brig Tom-Bowline, captain} The editor of the Democratic Press says—‘We 


Car‘etcn from a cruise in the Paci ficocean. 

The Tom Bowline sailed from this port on the 
13th January, in co. with the late U. S. frigate 
President, and sloops of war Hornet and Peacock, 
and private armed merchant brig Macedonian, and 
parted company with the Hornet on the third day 
out, and did not fall ia with her again until the 
24th March, off the Island of Tristian d’Cunha. 
When they first made her she had in company the 
British sloop of war Penguin, her prize, and appre- 
hending the Peacack and Tom Bowline were British 
cruisers, she scuttled her. The following are the 
particulars of the action, furnished by lieutenant 
Brownlow, of the marines, belonging to the Hornet, 
who has in charge the colors of the Peaguin and 
ddspatches for government. On the 23d of March, 
off the Island of Tristian de Cunha, the Hornet, 
captain Biddle, rated 18 and mounting 20 guns, 
(eighteen 32 pound carronades and two long 12’s) 
fell in with his majesty’s sloop of war Penguin, 
rated 18 and mounting 21 guns, (eighteen 32 pound 
carronades, two long 12’s, one 12 lb. carronade on 
the forecastle, and two brass swivels in her tops) 
with a crew of 138 men, and afier an action of 
twenty-two minttes, succeeded in capturing her, 
with the loss on board the Hornet of only one man 
killed and eleven wounded. The loss on board the 
Penguin was seventeen killed, including the captain 
and boatswain, and twenty-eight wounded, 

Lieut. Brewnlow informs, that about a minute af- 
ter the Penguin struck to the Hornet, and the action 
had ceased, a shot was fired from the Penguin, which 
wounded captain Biddle geverely in the neck, but 
from which wound he was fast recovering. The 
Penguin was much shattered, having 33 round shot 
in her hull, her foremast shot away four feet above 
deck, and bowsprit close to the night heads. ‘The 
Hornet came off with the loss of her spanker-boom, 
carried away by a round shot, and several grape in 
herhull. During the engagement, lieut. Conner of 
the Hornet was wounded in the hand and through 
the thigh, and in that situation remained on deck tiil 
the battle was over, peremptorilygrefusing to be car- 
ried below. The day after the action, the Tom- 
Bowline, in co. with the Peacock, feliin with the 
Ifornet, and then put into the island of Tristian 
de Cunha, on the Brazils, where they remained 20 


have seen a letter from admiral Tyler to captain 
Dickenson of the Penguin, dated “Capetown, Janua- 
ry 31, 1815,” from which we learn that the Penguin 
was fitted out to fight and capture the United States’ 
ship Wasp and to enable her so to do, along with 
much good and cautious advice, the admiral sends 
“twelve marines from the Medway to keep a con- 
stant, fire on hei [the Wasp’s] tops.” Our readers 
know that the Hornet is much lighter and much oder 
than the Wasp, yet the /orne? soon stung the pour 
Penguin to death.” 
hl ct tee ae 


Meditcrranean squadron.—Com. Bainbridge’s squa: 
dron. consisting of the Independence 74, sloop ot 
war Erie 18, brig Chippewa 16, and schooner Lynx 
5, have sailed for the Mediterranean. 

Latest from England.—We have London dates of 
May 15: ‘Tie matter of chief importance mentioned 
is, that Murat, on the 2lst of April, desired an 
armistice with the Austrian general, which the latter 
refused. The papers also spexk of disturbances in 
France and desertions from Bonaparte. 


a er Eres ~~ 


Paper Currency. 


A writer in the Boston Datly Advertiser says—“A 
paper currency has always been a favorite measure. 
with desperate adventurers and insolvent merchants.” 

If this be true, it follows—that as Great Britain 
has more paper in circulation than the entire amounts 
of all the rest of the world, she must, in the same 
ratio, abound with “desperate adventurers and iis 
solvent merchants.” 

The Vilith, or present, volume of the Werextry 
Reetsten will be concluded with the next month; 
und it may be well to remind our readers that a 
SUPPLEMENT for it will immediately thereafter be 




















to those who desire it, and pay for it and the Re- 
GISTER the year in advance. Which latter is confi- 
dently expected of every friend of the work. 

Tie supplement, as heretofore stated, will consist 
of twelve sheets, printed on the type commonly used 
for the Register, which will get in as much matter 
as in ordinary book form sells for three dollars. It 





days, and then made a cartel of the Tom Bowline, | 


will contain all the interesting articles, on Ameri+ 


and sent her with the prisoners’ to St. Salvador, } Can affairs, that appeared in Cosserr’s paper during 


where they were landed. Before the Tom Bowline| 
left Tristian de Cunha, captain Biddle had nearly | 
recovered from his wounds so as to be considered | 
aut of danger. The Hornet spoke a neutral vessel 
two or three days before the action, who informed of 
the peace, but captain Brddle did not believe it.— 
The Tom Bowline did not hear of the peace until she 
arrived at St. Salvador. The brig Macedonian, 
which sailed from this port in co. with the Tem! 
Bowline, touched at Tristian de Cunha, and then 
proceeded on her voyage to the East Indies. Left) 
at Salvador, the private armed brig True-Bloosled | 
Yankee, bound to the Isle of France; and the priva-| 
teer Blakely, Williams, of Boston, bound to Ha- 
vanna. Spoke on the 26th, in lat. 36, long. 69, brig 
Trumbull, Hardy, from Bath, for Matanzies. 

The Tom Dowline brought home upwards of 100 
of the crews of the True-Blooded Yankee and the 
Blakely. 

[ We have received only, as yet, the following ad- 
ditional particulars respecting the Hornet, &c. All 
our brave fellows wounded were doing weil. The| 
Hornet’s trifling damages were immediately repair- 
ed, and sie ts proceeding on her cruise. A letter from 




















the war, which have not already been inserted in the 
body of this work, gnd also many negleeted docu- 
ments and facts, &c. Only 1500 copies of this sup- 
plement are printing, in the whole, of which at least 
500 are already engaged. It is expected that no 
agent will send in the name of any gentleman for 


the supplement who is in arrears for the ReorsTen.’ 


It is among the “miseries of life” to which the edi- 
tors of periodical works are subject more than any 
other persons in the world, to feel that many, whe 
they pay, seem to apprehend it rather as a compli 
ment than an act of justice, tor value received. Such 
patrons are like mill-stones round the neck of 
industry. 


A report was afloat that Codbctt had been pure 
chased to silence by the British government—pro- 
bably because he lately had said but little on Ame- 
rican affairs, and because such things are as things 
of course in England. But we have an article from 
his Reeisten of May 13, addressed to the Ear! of 
‘Liverpool “on the part which America is likely to 
take in the war between England and Frince,” 
which he advises his lordship with bis usual acunen 
to Ict the Americans alone. 


ready for delivery, at the extra charge of ene dollar;. 
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